
Legends & Lessons
Both the Yakima and Sami used the 
horse and the tepee. Tepees are 
associated with group movement and 
are found around the world.  As are 
horses that were once extinct in North 
America. Yakima Indians traded for a 
few older, gentler horses in the 1700s.  
It takes but 2 decades to build a herd 
of horses and the US Army killed 800 
Palouse horses in 1 day in 1858.

Saunas, longhouses, tepees, horses, 
bows/arrows, spears, and potatoes 
(camus) for winter carbohydrates are 
a few of the many similarities of these 
peoples of different lands. 

*During the 1850s as Governor Stevens 
was “herding” the Indians onto the 
reservations, he made a standard, 
boilerplate covenant in all treaties 
for “

”  Many 
citizens in WA today blame Judge Boldt 
for his decision that was simply his 
upholding the Law regarding contracts.  

a commodity to sell.  All peoples used 
spears; our “state” recalls Shakespeare’s 
Hamlet: “ ”

THE  YAKIMA  &  SAMI
History
The Yakima are a Native American tribe now found primarily in eastern Washington state.  Many Yakima people engage in ceremonial, subsistence, and 
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the American peoples who lived here 10,000 years without the need to develop agriculture.  Planter boxes contain:

20


