
A SWEDISH JEWISH VIOLIN MAKER’S CABIN
History 
Between 1860 and 1910 over one million Swedes left Sweden for the U.S.  The reasons for their departure included: religious repression practiced by the State 
Church, social conservatism and class snobbery, crop failures and population growth.  The main draw were reports from Swedish emigrants painting an earthly 
American paradise: along with religious and political freedom, offering undreamed-of opportunities to better one’s condition.  An emigration commission was 
instituted in 1907 in Sweden to recommend social and economic reform in order to reduce emigration by: “bringing the best sides of America to Sweden.” The 
commission’s proposals were rapidly implemented: universal male suffrage, better housing, general economic development 
and broader popular and public education; all these concepts were American to the core, along with the love of music.

The Farm Museum and Garden’s goal is to provide Washington State public school students a visual, non-text, introduction to NW History.  Local Legends are stories our ancestors told (to us), their grandchildren, who are now 75 years of age.  “History” (as compared to “lies perpetrated on the dead” -
mish Tribe.  Plant prose, QR Code Links, and photos are taken from: www.usda.gov (attribution: U.S. Dept. of Agriculture), Wikipedia, and the UofW’s www.biology.burke.washington.edu/herbarium website under educational uses.  URL Links provided by: USDA, NRCS; the PLANTS Database (http://plants.usda.gov) National Plant Data Center, Baton Rouge, LA 70874-4490 USA.  Visitors enter under the Revised Codes of the State of Washington - RCW 4.24.200 & 4.24.210 allowing public recreational use, including nature 

Ethnobotanical Gardens
Native plant “starts” from Bonhoeffer Gardens (to your SW, by the I-5) illustrate 99 foods and materials available to 
the American peoples who lived here 10,000 years without the need to develop agriculture.  Planter boxes contain:
Berberis nervosa (17)    Betula papyrifera (18)    Camassia leichtlinii (19)    Camassia quamash (20)    Castilleja hispida (21)    Ceanothus sanguineus (22)    Cirsium brevistylum (23)    Claytonia sibirica (24)    Cornus sericea (25)    Corylus cornuta (26)    Crataegus douglasii (27)    Dodecatheon hendersonii (28)    Dryopteris carthusiana (29)    Empetrum nigrum (30)   Equisetum hyemale (31)    Fragaria chiloensis (32)    
Fragaria virginiana (33)    Fritillaria pudica (34)    Gaultheria shallon (35)    Heracleum maximum (36)    Juncus effusus (37)    Juniperus communis (38)    Larix occidentalis (39)    Lewisia columbiana (40)    Lewisia rediviva (41)    Leymus mollis (42)    Linnaea borealis (43)    Lobaria pulmonaria (44)    Lomatium nudicaule (45)    Lonicera ciliosa (46)    Maianthemum dilatatum (47)   Maianthemum racemosum (48)    Malus fusca (9)    
Nuphar polysepala (50)    Oemleria cerasiformis (51)    Opuntia fragilis (52)    Osmorhiza berteroi (53)    Oxalis oregana (54)    Paxistima myrsinites (55)    Perideridia montana (56)    Philadelphus lewisii (57)    Picea engelmannii (58)    Picea sitchensis (59)    Pinus contorta (60)    Pinus ponderosa (61)    Plantago elongota (62)    Polypodium glycyrrhiza (63)  Polystichum munitum (64)    Populus tremuloides (65)    

Rubus ursinus (83)    Rumex occidentalis (84)    Salix (85)    Sambucus nigra (86)    Sambucus racemosa (87)    Schoenoplectus acutus (88)    Sedum divergens (89)    Shepherdia canadensis (90)    Symphoricarpos albus (91)    Taxus brevifolia (92)    Thuja plicata (93)    Tsuga heterophylla (94)    Typha latifolia (95)    Vaccinium ovatum (96)    Vaccinium parvifolium (97)    Viburnum edule (98)    Vicia nigricans (99)

Legends & Lessons
The Bruns
Austin Ryals’ The 
Two Johns is a 
family history of a 

“Brun” (changed 
to “Bruhn” at 
Ellis Island).  He 
was the son of a German Jewish 

made violins that provided much 
of the entertainment found here 
100 years ago.  His 1901 house to 
your southwest is our preschool.  
A granddaughter’s 1972 plaque 
commemorates a gift of property now 
being used by the Freeborn Cemetery 
under a permanent easement.  Most 
homesteaders lost their land to 
property taxes (mainly used for 

John brought gold and survived the 
surprise Depression awaiting the U.S.

The rest of the Gardens and this Farm 
were donated by Sheila (Tipp) and 
David Thomsen.  Sheila had relatives 
perish in the Holocaust; thus the 
Gardens and Farm are also a Polish & 

Keeping up with Norwegian Stanwood,

He was Henry Kaiser who later built WW II liberty ships in 

the Robert E. Peary, he built in 4 1/2 days.

James Hill, who built the along Highway 
9 (the Military Road, 3 miles to your East), said it worst, 

“Give me enough Swedes and whisky and I’ll build a 
railroad to Hell.”
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