
Legends & Lessons
Spain had 2 disadvantages in 1789.  Others 
sailed from China & Hawaii with the currents 
to Nootka Sound.  Spain had to sail north along 
the Coast against on-shore winds and a cur-
rent on the bow.  The English had solved the 
problem of determining longitude using a ma-
rine clock.  Spanish ships sailed unknowingly 
east-west until they developed the capability.

All knew their north-south position of latitude.  
A man on steady ground/keel with a keen eye 
might estimate latitude within a degree.  Look 
at the sextant to your left.  It is pointed at the 
North Star.  Described in writ-
ings of Isaac Newton (1643–
1727), the angle between the 
horizon and Polaris equates to 
one’s position of latitude in the 
Northern Hemisphere.

Local lore tells of a 1791 Spanish exploration 
team that blazed a trail from the East to meet 
the Santa Saturnina, the renamed North West 
America, then surveying the San Juans.  Evi-
dence to Pioneers was a blazed (axe gashes 
in the side of trees) path along what is now 
the Stanwood - Bryant Road (Darrington to 
Camano Island).  The Spanish knew the lati-
tude of the Strait of San Juan de Fuca; walking 
north in the high desert between the Cascades 
and Rockies, the exploration team reported-
ly turned west at 48.25o N .  Spain considered 
this land theirs (a claim that later allowed the 
United States to gain title to the San Juan 
Islands).  

SPANISH  EXPLORERS
History 

North West America.*  Being a warship (and Spain controlled the 
Coast down to the tip of South America), they took prisoners (never to return the schooner, a full size replica sits in our Lake Nootka).  In 
short order they built cabins, a fort, and sailed captured ships to San Blas, Mexico.  Later, England and Spain signed (3) Nootka Accords 

The Farm Museum and Garden’s goal is to provide Washington State public school students a visual, non-text, introduction to NW History.  Local Legends are stories our ancestors told (to us), their grandchildren, who are now 75 years of age.  “History” (as compared to “lies perpetrated on the dead” -
mish Tribe.  Plant prose, QR Code Links, and photos are taken from: www.usda.gov (attribution: U.S. Dept. of Agriculture), Wikipedia, and the UofW’s www.biology.burke.washington.edu/herbarium website under educational uses.  URL Links provided by: USDA, NRCS; the PLANTS Database (http://plants.usda.gov) National Plant Data Center, Baton Rouge, LA 70874-4490 USA.  Visitors enter under the Revised Codes of the State of Washington - RCW 4.24.200 & 4.24.210 allowing public recreational use, including nature 

Ethnobotanical Gardens
the American peoples who lived here 10,000 years without the need to develop agriculture.  Planter boxes contain:
Berberis nervosa (17)    Betula papyrifera (18)    Camassia leichtlinii (19)    Camassia quamash (20)    Castilleja hispida (21)    Ceanothus sanguineus (22)    Cirsium brevistylum (23)    Claytonia sibirica (24)    Cornus sericea (25)    Corylus cornuta (26)    Crataegus douglasii (27)    Dodecatheon hendersonii (28)    Dryopteris carthusiana (29)    Empetrum nigrum (30)   Equisetum hyemale (31)    Fragaria chiloensis (32)    
Fragaria virginiana (33)    Fritillaria pudica (34)    Gaultheria shallon (35)    Heracleum maximum (36)    Juncus effusus (37)    Juniperus communis (38)    Larix occidentalis (39)    Lewisia columbiana (40)    Lewisia rediviva (41)    Leymus mollis (42)    Linnaea borealis (43)    Lobaria pulmonaria (44)    Lomatium nudicaule (45)    Lonicera ciliosa (46)    Maianthemum dilatatum (47)   Maianthemum racemosum (48)    Malus fusca (9)    
Nuphar polysepala (50)    Oemleria cerasiformis (51)    Opuntia fragilis (52)    Osmorhiza berteroi (53)    Oxalis oregana (54)    Paxistima myrsinites (55)    Perideridia montana (56)    Philadelphus lewisii (57)    Picea engelmannii (58)    Picea sitchensis (59)    Pinus contorta (60)    Pinus ponderosa (61)    Plantago elongota (62)    Polypodium glycyrrhiza (63)  Polystichum munitum (64)    Populus tremuloides (65)    

Rubus ursinus (83)    Rumex occidentalis (84)    Salix (85)    Sambucus nigra (86)    Sambucus racemosa (87)    Schoenoplectus acutus (88)    Sedum divergens (89)    Shepherdia canadensis (90)    Symphoricarpos albus (91)    Taxus brevifolia (92)    Thuja plicata (93)    Tsuga heterophylla (94)    Typha latifolia (95)    Vaccinium ovatum (96)    Vaccinium parvifolium (97)    Viburnum edule (98)    Vicia nigricans (99)

Flag of the State of Alaska 

Latitude and longitude of Alaska is 54° 40’ 
N to 71° 50’ N and 130° W to 173° E. 

03

*The North West America was 
40’ by 18’, literally a “tub” im-
possible to sail up-wind.  Af-
ter sailing to Mexico it would 
be taken apart and its lumber 
shipped north on a ship that 
could overcome the south mov-
ing current and westerly winds.

This Spanish coin 
showed up while build-
ing Bonhoeffer Botanical 
Gardens; gifted by Gerald 
Thomsen to the Stillagua-
mish Tribe at the 
Gardens’ Platform.


