
RESERVATIONS  BEFORE  THE  CIVIL  WAR
History 
Reservations are managed by a federally recognized Native American tribe under the U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs rather than state governments. In 1855 a 
party of Natives killed eight settlers in the White River Massacre. In response to this attack, Americans captured 4,000 noncombatant Native Americans and 
moved them to Fox Island for close observation. Additionally, southwestern tribes who had no tradition of warfare were raided and their villages placed under 
surveillance. Upper and Lower Chehalis families were forcibly relocated as were coastal tribes such as the Cowlitz; the few Chinook people were moved to Fort 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Puget_Sound_War

The Farm Museum and Garden’s goal is to provide Washington State public school students a visual, non-text, introduction to NW History.  Local Legends are stories our ancestors told (to us), their grandchildren, who are now 75 years of age.  “History” (as compared to “lies perpetrated on the dead” -
mish Tribe.  Plant prose, QR Code Links, and photos are taken from: www.usda.gov (attribution: U.S. Dept. of Agriculture), Wikipedia, and the UofW’s www.biology.burke.washington.edu/herbarium website under educational uses.  URL Links provided by: USDA, NRCS; the PLANTS Database (http://plants.usda.gov) National Plant Data Center, Baton Rouge, LA 70874-4490 USA.  Visitors enter under the Revised Codes of the State of Washington - RCW 4.24.200 & 4.24.210 allowing public recreational use, including nature 

Ethnobotanical Gardens
Native plant “starts” from Bonhoeffer Gardens (to your SW, by the I-5) illustrate 99 foods and materials available to 
the American peoples who lived here 10,000 years without the need to develop agriculture.  Planter boxes contain:
American Dunegrass (42)    Baldhip Rose (78)    Beach Strawberry (32)    Bitter Cherry (66)    Bitter Root (41)    Black Crowberry (30)    Blackcap Raspberry (80)    Blue Elderberry (86)    Bracken Fern (69)    Brittle Prickly Pear (52)    Broad-Leaved Shooting Star (28)    Buffalo Berry (90)    Cascara (71)    Cattail (95)    Chokecherry (67)    Clarksia (40)    Coastal Black Gooseberry (74)    Common Juniper (38)    Cow-Parsnip (36)    
Douglas Fir (68)    Douglas’ Hawthorn (27)    Englemann Spruce (58)    Evergreen Huckleberry (96)    False Lily-of-the-Valley (47)    Feathery False Lily-of-the-Valley (48)    Gardner’s Yampah (56)    Giant Vetch (99)    Golden Currant (72)    Great Camas (19)    Hairy Manzanita (12)    Harsh Indian Painbrush (21)    Highbush Cranberry (98)    Indian Celery (45)    Indian Plum (51)    Indian Thistle (23)    Kinnikinnick (13)    

Quaking Aspen (65)    Red Alder (07)    Red Elderberry (87)    Red Flowering Currant (77)    Red Huckleberry (97)    Red Stem Ceanothus (22)    Red-Osier Dogwood (25)    Salal (35)    Salmonberry (82)    Saskatoon Serviceberry (08)    Scouring Rush (31)    Shore Pine (60)    Siberian Springbeauty (24)    Sitka Spruce (59)    Small Camas (20)    Snowberry (91)    Soft Rush (37)    Spreading Stonecrop (89)    

Western Strawberry (33)    Wild Chives (06)    Wild Onion (05)    Willow (over 30 species) (85)    Yarrow (02)    Yelllowbells (34)    Yellow Pond Lily (50)

Flag Note
In 1859 the US Flag had 33 stars.
Oregon entered as the 33rd state in 1859.

Legends & Lessons
By August 1856 the Indian War was 
over.  Governor Stevens visited Fox Is-
land to “renegotiate” the 1854 Treaty 
of Medicine Creek, a major factor in the 
outbreak of war.  Imagine the disadvan-
tage felt by the tribes there that day.

Placing Native Americans on islands 
to be starved to death is a recurring 
theme in American history.  New Eng-
land used Deer, Peddocks, Long and 
Brewster Islands.  Below view Minne-
apolis-St.Paul’s Pike Island in the heart 
of the Mississippi River.  The year was 
1862 and the peoples were those of the 
Dakota Sioux.

24


