PIONEER BLOCKHOUSE

History

A blockhouse is a small fortification, usually consisting of one or more rooms with loopholes, a narrow window in a wall through which
defenders fire against attackers. Usually it was a single building standing at a defensive strong point against any enemy that did not have
cannons. This immediate area neither had people nor blockhouses in 1855. The 1862 Snohomish County Census counted a populace of
44 and all were men - no family units, no women, no children; only 12 were foreign immigrants. Quite a number had been constrained; see

Sheriff Salem A Woods’ note below.
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irvey Devonshire, England 30
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Native plant “starts” from Bonhoeffer Gardens (to your SW, by the I-5) illustrate 99 foods and materials available to
the Amerlcan peoples who lived here 10, 000 years without the need to develop agriculture. Planter boxes contain:
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ETT BLOCKHOUSE - CEN. WHIDBEY

Legends & Lessons

There is local history for those who
have the ability to fly - blockhouses ex-
ist 15 miles to the west (60 miles if you
drive). Whidbey Island had several fami-
lies who built blockhouses, ours being
modelled (and this prose somewhat tak-
en) from the Crockett Blockhouse found
west of Coupeville. Attacks by Indians
in Seattle and Bellingham in 1855 had
created consternation among the pio-
neer settlements on Puget Sound. The
tradition of blockhouse defenses were
well known to settlers, dating from the
earliest English Colonies.

Seattle built 3 blockhouses as shown be-
low. Weaponry of the time required all
to be at close quarters and in 1856 Na-
tives had little chance of surprise. The
braves from different tribes did not
speak the same
language. Re-
verting to Chi-
nook Jargon

that some of
them knew, their
shouts were eas-
ily countered by
pioneers who
also understood
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Chinook Jargon.

The Farm Museum and Garden’s goal is to pmvlde Washington State public school students a visual, non-text, introduction to NW History. Local Legends are stories our ancestors told (to us), their grandchildren, who are now 75 years of age. “History” (as compared to “lies perpetrated on the dead”) is taken from Wikipedia under the Creative Commons Attribution Share-Alike Agreements until PLC can develop its unique limited prose. These efforts are now underway with assistance of local school districts and the Stillagua-
mish Tribe. Plant prose, QR Code Links, and photos are taken from: www.usda.gov (attribution: U.S. Dept. of Agriculture), Wikipedia, and the UofW's www.biology.burke.washington.eduherbarium website under educational uses. URL Links provided by: USDA, NRCS; the PLANTS Database (http://plants.usda gov) National Plant Data Center, Baton Rouge, LA 70874-4490 USA. Visitors enter under the Revised Codes of the State of Washington - RCW 4.24.200 & 4.24.210 allowing public recreational use, including nature
study and viewing or enjoying scenic or scientific sites/waterways on private land. Museum and gardens are proposed uses that still require Snohomish County Planning approvals. At present buildings serve as auxiliary storage units for PLC's native plants, gardening equipment, and Christmas decorations.
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