
Legends & Lessons
Around 1560 via radiocarbon dating, 
a mudslide engulfed part of a Makah 
village 110 miles to your West. After 
a storm in February 1970, tidal ero-
sion exposed hundreds of well-pre-
served wooden artifacts. The excava-
tion of the Ozette site began shortly 
after. University students worked with 
the Makah under the direction of ar-
chaeologists using pressurized water 
to remove mud from six buried long 
houses. The excavation went on for 11 
years and produced over 55,000 arti-
facts, many of which are on display in 
the Makah Museum at the Makah Cul-
tural and Research Center in Neah Bay.

Houses like these hosted potlatches, 
tribal parties where the wealthy gave 
away their possessions to the needy 
(but not slaves).  These parties coin-
cided with births, funerals, and mar-
riages.  Canada’s view was that this 
caused the First Nation’s people to be 
wealthy, but always appear poor.  This 

-
nanced by property taxes.  Their solu-
tion was the Potlatch Ban passed by 
the Government of Canada in 1885 
and lasting until 1951, thus stripping 
these cultures of their identities.

MAKAH  &  NORSE  LONGHOUSES
History 
The 1st non-native settlement north of San Francisco Bay, west of the Rockies and in the U.S. proper was built in 1792 at Neah Bay by the Spanish, 100 miles due 
west of where you stand.  Just inside the west/south entrance of the Strait of Juan de Fuca, this is the home of the Makah Nation, more akin to the Haida and Tlin-
git than the Coast Salish.  They, like Scadanavian Vikings, lived in longhouses: a type of long, proportionately narrow, single-room building built by peoples in 
various parts of the world including Asia, Europe, and North America. Many were built from timber and often represent the earliest form of permanent structure 
in many cultures.  These structures, often with many families, created more like than unlike social structures.

The Farm Museum and Garden’s goal is to provide Washington State public school students a visual, non-text, introduction to NW History.  Local Legends are stories our ancestors told (to us), their grandchildren, who are now 75 years of age.  “History” (as compared to “lies perpetrated on the dead” -
mish Tribe.  Plant prose, QR Code Links, and photos are taken from: www.usda.gov (attribution: U.S. Dept. of Agriculture), Wikipedia, and the UofW’s www.biology.burke.washington.edu/herbarium website under educational uses.  URL Links provided by: USDA, NRCS; the PLANTS Database (http://plants.usda.gov) National Plant Data Center, Baton Rouge, LA 70874-4490 USA.  Visitors enter under the Revised Codes of the State of Washington - RCW 4.24.200 & 4.24.210 allowing public recreational use, including nature 

Ethnobotanical Gardens
Native plant “starts” from Bonhoeffer Gardens (to your SW, by the I-5) illustrate 99 foods and materials available to 
the American peoples who lived here 10,000 years without the need to develop agriculture.  Planter boxes contain:
Berberis nervosa (17)    Betula papyrifera (18)    Camassia leichtlinii (19)    Camassia quamash (20)    Castilleja hispida (21)    Ceanothus sanguineus (22)    Cirsium brevistylum (23)    Claytonia sibirica (24)    Cornus sericea (25)    Corylus cornuta (26)    Crataegus douglasii (27)    Dodecatheon hendersonii (28)    Dryopteris carthusiana (29)    Empetrum nigrum (30)   Equisetum hyemale (31)    Fragaria chiloensis (32)    
Fragaria virginiana (33)    Fritillaria pudica (34)    Gaultheria shallon (35)    Heracleum maximum (36)    Juncus effusus (37)    Juniperus communis (38)    Larix occidentalis (39)    Lewisia columbiana (40)    Lewisia rediviva (41)    Leymus mollis (42)    Linnaea borealis (43)    Lobaria pulmonaria (44)    Lomatium nudicaule (45)    Lonicera ciliosa (46)    Maianthemum dilatatum (47)   Maianthemum racemosum (48)    Malus fusca (9)    
Nuphar polysepala (50)    Oemleria cerasiformis (51)    Opuntia fragilis (52)    Osmorhiza berteroi (53)    Oxalis oregana (54)    Paxistima myrsinites (55)    Perideridia montana (56)    Philadelphus lewisii (57)    Picea engelmannii (58)    Picea sitchensis (59)    Pinus contorta (60)    Pinus ponderosa (61)    Plantago elongota (62)    Polypodium glycyrrhiza (63)  Polystichum munitum (64)    Populus tremuloides (65)    

Rubus ursinus (83)    Rumex occidentalis (84)    Salix (85)    Sambucus nigra (86)    Sambucus racemosa (87)    Schoenoplectus acutus (88)    Sedum divergens (89)    Shepherdia canadensis (90)    Symphoricarpos albus (91)    Taxus brevifolia (92)    Thuja plicata (93)    Tsuga heterophylla (94)    Typha latifolia (95)    Vaccinium ovatum (96)    Vaccinium parvifolium (97)    Viburnum edule (98)    Vicia nigricans (99)
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