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Legends & Lessons
Read The Big Burn by Tim Egan; here 
is an interviewer’s comments:

I was impressed with how you were 
able to cover so many topics and yet 
keep the story cohesive. Just the Ital-
ian immigrants could have been a sto-
ry. That’s funny because I went to the 
little village on the French-Italian bor-
der in the Alps, where these guys were 
from, and there’s this cemetery plot 
that worships these young Italians who 
moved to the American West and gave 
it all up for the national forest system. 

Pioneers here tell of panning for gold 
with the “Stream Warden,” a prospec-

typically Italian, later Chinese.

They were searching for wealth.  Be-
fore the Civil War, the only money is-
sued by the U.S. were gold and silver 
coins, only coins were legal tender; 
that is, payment in that form had to 
be accepted. Paper currency in the 
form of bank notes was issued by pri-
vate banks; the notes redeemable for 

East Stanwood). Greenbacks were the 

green on the back), issued by the U.S. 
during the Civil War.

ITALIAN  MINERS’  TENT
History 

The Farm Museum and Garden’s goal is to provide Washington State public school students a visual, non-text, introduction to NW History.  Local Legends are stories our ancestors told (to us), their grandchildren, who are now 75 years of age.  “History” (as compared to “lies perpetrated on the dead” -
mish Tribe.  Plant prose, QR Code Links, and photos are taken from: www.usda.gov (attribution: U.S. Dept. of Agriculture), Wikipedia, and the UofW’s www.biology.burke.washington.edu/herbarium website under educational uses.  URL Links provided by: USDA, NRCS; the PLANTS Database (http://plants.usda.gov) National Plant Data Center, Baton Rouge, LA 70874-4490 USA.  Visitors enter under the Revised Codes of the State of Washington - RCW 4.24.200 & 4.24.210 allowing public recreational use, including nature 

Ethnobotanical Gardens
the American peoples who lived here 10,000 years without the need to develop agriculture.  Planter boxes contain:

https://www.independent.com/2014/02/27/interview-author-tim-egan/

Washington had 183 issuing charter banks in 92 different towns.  There are 
~4,000 Washington national currency bank notes known. East Stanwood had its 

own banknote!  (Hometown notes ended in the 1930s.)


