THE IRISH

History

Half of the Irish immigrants in the colonial era came from the Irish province of Ulster! By 1790, approximately 400,000 people of Irish birth or ancestry lived in
the United States. From 1820 to 1860, nearly 2 million Irish arrived, 75% of these after the Great Irish Famine. The famine and its effects permanently changed
the island’s demographic, political, and cultural landscape, producing an estimated two million refugees. A second wave of post potato famine Irish immigration,
resulting largely from a changing rural economy and the lure of high-paying jobs in America, continued from 1855 to 1921. The Irish have had a huge impact on

America as a whole. In 1910, there were more people in New York City of Irish ancestry than in the whole of Dublin.
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dirt, with a little bartering and piecework on the side. Tt was subsistence
life, not unlike an Alaska native who feeds his family with what comes
from the sea. And the rural Irish more than got by: a family derived
‘most of its nutrition from potatoes. Many varieties were tried— racks,
cups, codders, thistlewhippers, skerry blues. The most popular were Jump-
W‘Mknobby.mﬂ:pﬂehmwnnhnmdydlmﬂcsh not par-
; they looked like unevenly shaped stones. Living in tiny

| acreage, a family could get ten months of food out of
to patch, with some left for the pig. Meat and bread were rare.
a pot of boiled spuds, lathered in butter if lucky, a
 mustard at the center of the table, cabbage as well,

At this setting, an adult could con-

ates, potassium, Vitamin C
Meagher, his fury, was the fast-develop-
epitomized all the wrongs of Ireland. Through the win-
‘and into the spring, hundreds, then thousands of people
of starvation. Bellies of little children swelled, their faces

r hair fell by the handful, and they sniffled away 02

‘We stop the Press, with very great regrel, to|
announce that the Poraro Museary has uncqui-
vocally declared itself in Ircland. The cropsabont |
Dublin are suddenly perishing. Tho canversion af
Potatoes inta flour, by the processos doscribod by

The The Irish Potato Famine, 1847

dmrguml swollen and bleeding, skin blue-
d, for a time, on nettles, blackberries and
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rub—interference. The British ruling class was in
dm&medfmmxrkzu The term /aissez faire was
rt but a governing principle. To interfere would be
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The Palace Hotel in the photograph above was a prominent, 3-story landmark on the Stanwood waterfront at the end of Market Street
which is now called 102nd Avenue or the Pacific Highway. There are few references to the hotel in the history books, but this early 1900
photograph by John T. Wagness seems to display a grand beginning.

Ethnobotanical Gardens
Native plant “starts” from Bonhoeffer Gardens (to your SW, by the I-5) illustrate 99 foods and materials available to
the Amerlcan peoples who lived here 10, 000 years without the need to develop agrlculture Planter boxes contain:
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Legends & Lessons

As taken from: Stanwood Area Echoes
Spring 2019 no. 62, “following an in-
flux of Scandinavians (many of them
Norwegians) in the 1870s, he was part
of an Irish wave that settled in the
lower Stillagumish Valley in the latter
1800 ... many Irish were from Maine or
just north along the shores of eastern
Canada.” The Irish left Canada under
duress, three-fourths of the Accadi-
an population were expelled with the
French between 1755 and 1764. Ar-
riving in Louisiana (which had passed
to Spanish control in 1762), they be-
came Cajuns with the French. In the
Northwest, they became freeborn like
the Scandinavians.

Logging, iron smithing, mining, and
owning a tavern became common oc-
cupations. The owner of Stanwood’s
largest hotel was Irish who “may have
found some success mining in the Yukon
upon his return to Stanwood in 1901.”

If you are interested in local history,
please visit the D. O. Pearson House
Museum. It is open Wednesdays and
Fridays, 1:00 - 4:00 PM and is located
in (old) Stanwood at 27108 102nd
Ave NW.

‘The Farm Museum and Garden's goal is to provide Washington State public school students a visual, non-text, introduction to W History. Local Legends are stories our ancestors told (to us), their grandchildren, who are now 75 years of age. *History" (as compared to “lies perpetrated on the dead")is taken from Wikipedia under the Creative Commons Atribution Share-Alike Agreements until PLC can develop its unique limited prose. These efforts are now underway with assistance of local school districts and the Stillagua-
mish Tribe. Plant prose, QR Code Links, and photos are taken from: www.usda.gov (attribution: U.S. Dept. of Agriculture), Wikipedia, and the UofWW's www.biology.burke.washington.edu/herbarium website under educational uses. URL Links provided by: USDA, NRCS; the PLANTS Database (http://plants.usda.gov) National Plant Data Center, Baton Rouge, LA 70874-4490 USA. Visitors enter under the Revised Codes of the State of Washington - RCW 4.24.200 & 4.24.210 allowing public recreational use, including nature

study and viewing or enjoying scenic o scientific sitesiwaterways on private land. Museum and gardens are proposed uses that still require Snohomish County Planning approvals. At present buildings serve as auxiliary storage units for PLC's native plants, gardening equipment, and Christmas decorations.

Copyright 2019 - 2020 Pilchuck Learning

e pdf



