History

ICELANDERS

Icelandic Americans are of Icelandic descent or Iceland-born people who reside in the United States. Icelandic immigrants came to the United States primarily
between 1873-1905 and after World War II. There are more than 40,000 Icelandics according to the 2000 U.S. census and most live in the Upper Midwest and
Pacific Northwest. The United States is home to the second largest Icelandic diaspora community in the world after Canada. Icelandic Americans tended to
follow similar settlement patterns as Norwegian Americans but to a much smaller scale, especially in the Northwest where many Americans of Scandinavian and
German descent reside. There were also some who converted to Mormonism (like many Danish Americans) and settled in Utah.

Notable historic Icelandic settlements
include Spanish Fork, Utah, the first
permanent Icelandic settlement in

the United States, and Washington
Island, Wisconsin, the second Icelandic
settlement and one of the largest outside
of Iceland.

In the State of Washington, Blaine
on the Canadian border; see https://
blaineicelanders.com/ is a focus point,

along with the 2 Norwegian centers of
Ballard and Stanwood.
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Areas of the US with high concentrations of Icelandic ethnic background. &

Ethnobotanical Gardens

Minner fra Lofoten

Arnolda Nessioy Berntsen

Native plant “starts” from Bonhoeffer Gardens (to your SW, by the I-5) illustrate 99 foods and materials available to

the American peoples who lived here 10,000
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Legends & Lessons

Icelanders were the first Europeans to
reach North America. Leif Erikson ar-
rived in North America via Norse set-
tlements in Greenland around the year
1000. Norse settlers from Greenland
founded settlements in what is now
Newfoundland, Canada.

These pioneers failed to establish a per-
manent settlement because of conflicts
with indigenous people and their per-
sonal conflicts within the Norse commu-
nity. This is an underlying theme among
the Norse, the ubiquitous agreement be-
ing to always disagree within the ranks.
We (this writer) are almost the oppo-
site of Germans; perhaps this is the an-
swer, our roots grow from among the
soil of the most difficult of the outcast!
The most outcast and the furthest north
are from the Lofoten Islands. Icelandic
ancestors’ DNA is Lofoten, a place with
much in common with Iceland’s climate.

As the writer of these histories, [ hope
the reader accepts the apology of show-
ing a great grandfather’s fishing boat
that plied the North Atlantic in search of
needed protein. Forty foot waves (tall-
er than the trees behind you) were/are
commonplace in the North Atlantic!
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‘The Farm Museum and Garden’s goal i to provide Washington State public school students a visual, non-text,introduction to NW History. Local Legends are stories our ancestors told (to us), their grandchildren, who are now 75 years of age. “History” (as compared to “lies perpetrated on the dead) is taken from Wikipedia under the Creative Commons Attribution Share-Alike Agreements until PLC can develop ts unique limited prose. These efforts are now underway with assistance of local school districts and the Stillagua-
mish Tribe. Plant prose, QR Code Links, and photos are taken from: www.usda.gov (attribution: U.S. Dept. of Agriculture), Wikipedia, and the UofW's www.biology.burke. washington.edu/herbarium website under educational uses. URL Links provided by: USDA, NRCS; the PLANTS Database (http:/plants.usda.gov) National Plant Data Center, Baton Rouge, LA 70874-4490 USA. Visitors enter under the Revised Codes of the State of Washington - RCW 4.24.200 & 4.24.210 allowing public recreational use, including nature

study and viewing or enjoying scenic o scientific sitesiwaterways on private land. Museum and gardens are proposed uses that still require Snohomish County Planning approvals. At present buildings serve as auxiliary storage units for PLC's native plants, gardening equipment, and Christmas decorations.
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