
Legends & Lessons
Thompson did not have the advan-
tage of the Navy’s chronometers to de-
termine longitude.  They were far too 
fragile.  He used 2 methods, each of 
which took many hours.  The 1st was to 
use a telescope and to note the exact 
time of an eclipse of one of Jupiter’s 
moons - not an easy feat in the often 

nd was 
to measure “lunar distance.”  One mea-
sured the angle between the moon and 

least 3 hours for each record.

Thompson was Welsh and many claim 
his maps more accurate than Van-
couver’s, which were legend.  He was 
known to native peoples as Koo-Koo-
Sint or “the Stargazer.”  Over Thomp-
son’s career, he traveled 56,000 miles 
across North America, mapping 
1,900,000 million square miles.   For 
this historic feat, Thompson has been 
described as the “greatest land geogra-
pher who ever lived.”
Not that all his maps were factual; the 
one at the left has a phantom Caledo-
nia River starting about where you 
stand draining North.  He corrected 
this mistake on all his maps in 1814.

HUDSON’S  BAY  COMPANY
History
The Hudson’s Bay Company (“HBC”) was a fur trading business incorporated by English royal charter in 1670; it functioned as the de facto government in 
parts of North America for nearly 200 years. During its peak, the company controlled the fur trade throughout much of British controlled North America. The 
North West Company was a fur trading business headquartered in Montreal from 1779 to 1821. It competed with increasing success against the HBC in what is 
present-day Western Canada.  Tensions between the companies increased to the point where armed skirmishes broke out and the 2 companies were forced by 
the British government to merge. HBC’s most famous member (who worked for both HBC and NWC) was David Thompson.

The Farm Museum and Garden’s goal is to provide Washington State public school students a visual, non-text, introduction to NW History.  Local Legends are stories our ancestors told (to us), their grandchildren, who are now 75 years of age.  “History” (as compared to “lies perpetrated on the dead” -
mish Tribe.  Plant prose, QR Code Links, and photos are taken from: www.usda.gov (attribution: U.S. Dept. of Agriculture), Wikipedia, and the UofW’s www.biology.burke.washington.edu/herbarium website under educational uses.  URL Links provided by: USDA, NRCS; the PLANTS Database (http://plants.usda.gov) National Plant Data Center, Baton Rouge, LA 70874-4490 USA.  Visitors enter under the Revised Codes of the State of Washington - RCW 4.24.200 & 4.24.210 allowing public recreational use, including nature 

Ethnobotanical Gardens
Native plant “starts” from Bonhoeffer Gardens (to your SW, by the I-5) illustrate 99 foods and materials available to 
the American peoples who lived here 10,000 years without the need to develop agriculture.  Planter boxes contain:
American Dunegrass (42)    Baldhip Rose (78)    Beach Strawberry (32)    Bitter Cherry (66)    Bitter Root (41)    Black Crowberry (30)    Blackcap Raspberry (80)    Blue Elderberry (86)    Bracken Fern (69)    Brittle Prickly Pear (52)    Broad-Leaved Shooting Star (28)    Buffalo Berry (90)    Cascara (71)    Cattail (95)    Chokecherry (67)    Clarksia (40)    Coastal Black Gooseberry (74)    Common Juniper (38)    Cow-Parsnip (36)    
Douglas Fir (68)    Douglas’ Hawthorn (27)    Englemann Spruce (58)    Evergreen Huckleberry (96)    False Lily-of-the-Valley (47)    Feathery False Lily-of-the-Valley (48)    Gardner’s Yampah (56)    Giant Vetch (99)    Golden Currant (72)    Great Camas (19)    Hairy Manzanita (12)    Harsh Indian Painbrush (21)    Highbush Cranberry (98)    Indian Celery (45)    Indian Plum (51)    Indian Thistle (23)    Kinnikinnick (13)    

Quaking Aspen (65)    Red Alder (07)    Red Elderberry (87)    Red Flowering Currant (77)    Red Huckleberry (97)    Red Stem Ceanothus (22)    Red-Osier Dogwood (25)    Salal (35)    Salmonberry (82)    Saskatoon Serviceberry (08)    Scouring Rush (31)    Shore Pine (60)    Siberian Springbeauty (24)    Sitka Spruce (59)    Small Camas (20)    Snowberry (91)    Soft Rush (37)    Spreading Stonecrop (89)    

Western Strawberry (33)    Wild Chives (06)    Wild Onion (05)    Willow (over 30 species) (85)    Yarrow (02)    Yelllowbells (34)    Yellow Pond Lily (50)

https://www.gov.mb.ca/chc/archives/hbca/resource/cart_rec/postmap/united_states.html#us-hi
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