
Legends & Lessons
The Oregonian clipping at the left dis-
plays an Oregon law adopted October 
24, 1866. It bans miscegenation—mar-
riage between members of different ra-
cial groups. An earlier law passed in 
1862 banned marital unions between 
whites and persons with a quarter or 
more of “Negro blood.”  The legislation 
featured here was more explicit with re-
spect to who could not marry whom. It 
added Chinese and “Kanaka,” or native 
Hawaiian, to the list of those who could 
not intermarry with whites.

The 1866 law also banned marriages 
between whites and Native Americans, 
albeit with a different criterion. Where-

least one grandparent who was Chinese, 
Hawaiian, or black as belonging to those 
respective racial groups, a person need-
ed to have one or more parents who was 

-
ing that unions between pioneer men 
(starting with French Canadians) and 
native women were commonplace ac-
counts for the different and more re-
laxed standards.  Question, 
When was this 1866 Law repealed?

(See answer at the next pedestal.)
https://oregonhistoryproject.org/articles/historical-records/act-to-prohibit-the-intermarriage-of-races-1866/#.XUsKC3dFw_U
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Albatross, which in 1809 made 

village and even their own church with a Kanaka chaplain.

The Farm Museum and Garden’s goal is to provide Washington State public school students a visual, non-text, introduction to NW History.  Local Legends are stories our ancestors told (to us), their grandchildren, who are now 75 years of age.  “History” (as compared to “lies perpetrated on the dead” -
mish Tribe.  Plant prose, QR Code Links, and photos are taken from: www.usda.gov (attribution: U.S. Dept. of Agriculture), Wikipedia, and the UofW’s www.biology.burke.washington.edu/herbarium website under educational uses.  URL Links provided by: USDA, NRCS; the PLANTS Database (http://plants.usda.gov) National Plant Data Center, Baton Rouge, LA 70874-4490 USA.  Visitors enter under the Revised Codes of the State of Washington - RCW 4.24.200 & 4.24.210 allowing public recreational use, including nature 
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