
Legends & Lessons
In 1857, a party of northern natives 
traveled by canoe into Puget Sound 
on a mission of vengeance. Following 
the death of one of their chiefs and 27 
other tribal members in an attack by 
the USS Massachusetts the previous 
year, the party searched for a white 
Hyas Tyee (great chief) in retaliation.  
Knocking on Isaac Ebey’s door on 
Whidbey Island, the natives called him 
out of the house, killed, and beheaded 

blockhouse on the ridge.

There is question as to whether the 
raiders were Haida (as inscribed on a 
marker at Ebey’s Landing) or Tlingits 
led by a female relative of the slain 
chief in the earlier USS Massachusetts 
attack.  History is unclear because 
British authorities demurred on 
pursuing or attacking Russian 
Territory peoples as they passed 
through Victoria’s British waters. 
Ebey’s killers were never caught.

History belongs to those who write it.  
And “it” all happened 15 miles to the 
west of where you now stand.  But the 
lesson remains, never answer a door 
unless you know and trust the person 
on the other side.

HAIDA  OR  TLINGIT

The Farm Museum and Garden’s goal is to provide Washington State public school students a visual, non-text, introduction to NW History.  Local Legends are stories our ancestors told (to us), their grandchildren, who are now 75 years of age.  “History” (as compared to “lies perpetrated on the dead” -
mish Tribe.  Plant prose, QR Code Links, and photos are taken from: www.usda.gov (attribution: U.S. Dept. of Agriculture), Wikipedia, and the UofW’s www.biology.burke.washington.edu/herbarium website under educational uses.  URL Links provided by: USDA, NRCS; the PLANTS Database (http://plants.usda.gov) National Plant Data Center, Baton Rouge, LA 70874-4490 USA.  Visitors enter under the Revised Codes of the State of Washington - RCW 4.24.200 & 4.24.210 allowing public recreational use, including nature 

Ethnobotanical Gardens
Native plant “starts” from Bonhoeffer Gardens (to your SW, by the I-5) illustrate 99 foods and materials available to 
the American peoples who lived here 10,000 years without the need to develop agriculture.  Planter boxes contain:
Berberis nervosa (17)    Betula papyrifera (18)    Camassia leichtlinii (19)    Camassia quamash (20)    Castilleja hispida (21)    Ceanothus sanguineus (22)    Cirsium brevistylum (23)    Claytonia sibirica (24)    Cornus sericea (25)    Corylus cornuta (26)    Crataegus douglasii (27)    Dodecatheon hendersonii (28)    Dryopteris carthusiana (29)    Empetrum nigrum (30)   Equisetum hyemale (31)    Fragaria chiloensis (32)    
Fragaria virginiana (33)    Fritillaria pudica (34)    Gaultheria shallon (35)    Heracleum maximum (36)    Juncus effusus (37)    Juniperus communis (38)    Larix occidentalis (39)    Lewisia columbiana (40)    Lewisia rediviva (41)    Leymus mollis (42)    Linnaea borealis (43)    Lobaria pulmonaria (44)    Lomatium nudicaule (45)    Lonicera ciliosa (46)    Maianthemum dilatatum (47)   Maianthemum racemosum (48)    Malus fusca (9)    
Nuphar polysepala (50)    Oemleria cerasiformis (51)    Opuntia fragilis (52)    Osmorhiza berteroi (53)    Oxalis oregana (54)    Paxistima myrsinites (55)    Perideridia montana (56)    Philadelphus lewisii (57)    Picea engelmannii (58)    Picea sitchensis (59)    Pinus contorta (60)    Pinus ponderosa (61)    Plantago elongota (62)    Polypodium glycyrrhiza (63)  Polystichum munitum (64)    Populus tremuloides (65)    

Rubus ursinus (83)    Rumex occidentalis (84)    Salix (85)    Sambucus nigra (86)    Sambucus racemosa (87)    Schoenoplectus acutus (88)    Sedum divergens (89)    Shepherdia canadensis (90)    Symphoricarpos albus (91)    Taxus brevifolia (92)    Thuja plicata (93)    Tsuga heterophylla (94)    Typha latifolia (95)    Vaccinium ovatum (96)    Vaccinium parvifolium (97)    Viburnum edule (98)    Vicia nigricans (99)

History
The Tlingit of Alaska and the Haida of British Columbia had, since time immemorial, periodically conducted raiding expeditions against the Coast Salish peoples 
of the Puget Sound.  The Salish were a source of slave labor.  Northwest Coast native maritime technology was unsurpassed among First Nations peoples and 
raiding parties would travel in large dugout canoes at distances of up to a thousand miles. This included the treacherous unprotected waters north of Vancouver 
Island.  The largest of these canoes could hold 100 warriors and their equipment. These raids continued even after the 1846 demarcation of the border between 
the United States and Canada, then controlled by the United Kingdom.

18

John Hauberg started the Pilchuck Tree Farm by purchasing the Claud Davis Farm a mile to the 

still found today at the Pilchuck Glass School.  Claud lived on a 60’ sailboat harbored in LaCon-
nor and would visit in his old pickup.  During the War, picking time for the strawberries would 

gate now is.  In those days there was no stop/start border between the US and Canada.  We were 
-

ing both Countrys’ shores ... and the US effectively providing Canada with military protection.


