AN EXTINCTION EVENT?

Fungi

Yeasts, molds, and mushrooms are like animals: they cannot make their own food. They differ from plants and bacteria as their cell walls are made of chitin.
This substance, chitin, is also found in insects and crustaceans’ exoskeletons. Chitin eating chitin is a suspected cause of Bee Colony Collapse Disorder (CCD),
a bee colony disappearing, leaving behind a queen with plenty of food but no workers. Bees feeding on pollen filled with fungicides, insecticides and other
agriculture chemicals appear likely to be infected by Nosema ceranae, a parasitic microsporangium fungus associated with these widespread deaths. Hives of
Western Honey Bees (below) infected with Nosema are wiped out within 8 days. Hive losses are currently 40% per year.

Legends & Lessons

Fungi evolved far higher on the
evolutionary ladder than did bacteria or
viruses. Their DNA is closer to human'’s
than are plant’s. This makes human
fungal infections more difficult to treat.

That said, fungi are Earth’s main
decomposer and provide nutrition for
humans. They combine with algae or
bacteria to create Lichen, a composite
organism. Indians were reported

to have visited the mountains every
summer to collect and dry lichen, the
average family collecting many pounds
of various types (but never yellow)!

Europeans setting foot here occurred
less than 250 years ago. We have
proved that the Chinook and Cayuse,
residents for 500x as long, can become
extinct! Might a fungus create an
extinction of the human species? A
drug-resistant fungus known as Candida
auris that is resistant to all three main
classes of antifungals has been reported.
[t may result from natural causes or it
may be the result of human action.* As

a species, we are so proud, but we have
Ethnobotanical Gardens been here a very short time!

Native plant “starts” from Bonhoeffer Gardens (to your SW, by the I-5) illustrate 99 foods and materials available to
the American peoples who lived here 10,000 years without the need to develop agriculture. Planter boxes contain:
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= i e play with bacteria, viruses, fungi ...
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