
DUTCH  MILKHOUSE
History
During the early nineteenth century large numbers of Dutch farmers, forced by high taxes and low wages, immigrated to America. They mainly settled down 
in the Midwest and West. In the 1840s, most emigrants were Calvinist and Catholic from the southern Netherlands who desired greater religious freedom.  
These groups formed communities of whole families and even neighborhoods. They were not poor, as the costs of passage, expenses, and land purchase were 
substantial. This area’s Dutch were predominately in the Fir-Conway area; many were dairy farmers and some who came from a heritage of living in houses that 
also held their animals, a concept considered unusual by Native Americans.

The Farm Museum and Garden’s goal is to provide Washington State public school students a visual, non-text, introduction to NW History.  Local Legends are stories our ancestors told (to us), their grandchildren, who are now 75 years of age.  “History” (as compared to “lies perpetrated on the dead” -
mish Tribe.  Plant prose, QR Code Links, and photos are taken from: www.usda.gov (attribution: U.S. Dept. of Agriculture), Wikipedia, and the UofW’s www.biology.burke.washington.edu/herbarium website under educational uses.  URL Links provided by: USDA, NRCS; the PLANTS Database (http://plants.usda.gov) National Plant Data Center, Baton Rouge, LA 70874-4490 USA.  Visitors enter under the Revised Codes of the State of Washington - RCW 4.24.200 & 4.24.210 allowing public recreational use, including nature 

Ethnobotanical Gardens
Native plant “starts” from Bonhoeffer Gardens (to your SW, by the I-5) illustrate 99 foods and materials available to 
the American peoples who lived here 10,000 years without the need to develop agriculture.  Planter boxes contain:
Berberis nervosa (17)    Betula papyrifera (18)    Camassia leichtlinii (19)    Camassia quamash (20)    Castilleja hispida (21)    Ceanothus sanguineus (22)    Cirsium brevistylum (23)    Claytonia sibirica (24)    Cornus sericea (25)    Corylus cornuta (26)    Crataegus douglasii (27)    Dodecatheon hendersonii (28)    Dryopteris carthusiana (29)    Empetrum nigrum (30)   Equisetum hyemale (31)    Fragaria chiloensis (32)    
Fragaria virginiana (33)    Fritillaria pudica (34)    Gaultheria shallon (35)    Heracleum maximum (36)    Juncus effusus (37)    Juniperus communis (38)    Larix occidentalis (39)    Lewisia columbiana (40)    Lewisia rediviva (41)    Leymus mollis (42)    Linnaea borealis (43)    Lobaria pulmonaria (44)    Lomatium nudicaule (45)    Lonicera ciliosa (46)    Maianthemum dilatatum (47)   Maianthemum racemosum (48)    Malus fusca (9)    
Nuphar polysepala (50)    Oemleria cerasiformis (51)    Opuntia fragilis (52)    Osmorhiza berteroi (53)    Oxalis oregana (54)    Paxistima myrsinites (55)    Perideridia montana (56)    Philadelphus lewisii (57)    Picea engelmannii (58)    Picea sitchensis (59)    Pinus contorta (60)    Pinus ponderosa (61)    Plantago elongota (62)    Polypodium glycyrrhiza (63)  Polystichum munitum (64)    Populus tremuloides (65)    

Rubus ursinus (83)    Rumex occidentalis (84)    Salix (85)    Sambucus nigra (86)    Sambucus racemosa (87)    Schoenoplectus acutus (88)    Sedum divergens (89)    Shepherdia canadensis (90)    Symphoricarpos albus (91)    Taxus brevifolia (92)    Thuja plicata (93)    Tsuga heterophylla (94)    Typha latifolia (95)    Vaccinium ovatum (96)    Vaccinium parvifolium (97)    Viburnum edule (98)    Vicia nigricans (99)

Jared Diamond’s Guns, Germs, & 
Steel published by W.W.Norton and 
Company 1997.  Because of the 

foreigners came with a “built-in” 

advantage and used it.
Documents discussing the use of biological disease by the 
British against North American natives  exist, “during a 
parley at Fort Pitt on June 24, 1763, ... gave representatives 
of the besieging Delawares two blankets and a handkerchief 
enclosed in small metal boxes that had been exposed to 
smallpox, hoping to spread the disease to the Natives in 
order to end the siege. The militia commander, sent a bill 
to the British Army indicating that the purpose of giving 
the blankets was to convey the smallpox to the Indians.” 

endorsed these actions.                                      https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_biological_warfare

Legends & Lessons
A  2020 Note from the Founder of Pilchuck Learning Center’s 

Bonhoeffer Botanical Gardens, Preschool, and Living History Farm

-

-

if you believe your government does not lie to you, look at the creek maps of this area.  No other watershed in western Washington is so misleadingly mapped.

-

goal is to have this site teach, by botanical and historical example, multitudes of next generations to be good stewards of this earth.  

-
tive species.  With the coming population growth, our fourth transformation will be covering it all with asphalt. This is a natural resting place and we hope you accept our invitation to contemplate 

” 

David J. Thomsen, PhD, ASA
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