 AFRICAN AMERICANS

African Americans are usually descendants of enslaved black people and are the third largest racial and ethnic group in the United States. Typically African
Americans are of West/Central African and European descent, although some also have American Indigenous ancestry. African-American history starts in
the 16th century with peoples from West Africa forcibly taken as slaves to Spanish America, and in the 17th century with West African slaves taken to English

colonies in North America. Gradually liberated in the North, the last 4 million black slaves were liberated after the Civil War in 1865. This e s
has led to the belief that the Civil War was all about slavery; “history being lies perpetrated on the dead.” Read Abraham
Lincoln’s inaugural address (below) and consider the 4 slave states (MO, KY, MD, DE) that fought with the Union. Legends & Lessons
“I have no purpose, directly or indirectly, to interfere with the institution of slavery in the States where it exists. I believe I have no lawful right to do so, and I have no inclination to do so.” Answer from the previous (Hawaiian)
This essay made possible by: eorge W. Bush (c. 1790%?-1863) was a key leader of the first group of pedestal: Oregon lawmakers repea]ed
Humanities Washington American citizens to settle north of the Columbia River in what is all lesislation banning interracial mar-
now Washington. Bush was a successful farmer in Missouri, but as a . g . g
free African American in a slave state, he faced increasing discrimination and riage i 1951, sixteen years before the
decided to move west. In 1844, Bush and his good friend Michael T. Simmons U.S. Supreme Court declared all the Na-

(1814-1867), a white Irish American, led their families and three others over
the Oregon Trail. When they found that racial exclusion laws had preceded . .
them and barred Bush from settling south of the Columbia River, they settled tional in 1967.

on Puget Sound, becoming the first Americans to do so. Bush established a

successful farm near present day Olympia on land that became known as Bush Among the state’s African-descend-
Prairie. He and his family were noted for their generosity to new arrivals and ed people, 71%, make their homes in
for their friendship with the Nisqually Indians who lived nearby. Bush .
continued modernizing and improving his farm until his death in 1863. western Washlngton. Before World War
Named George Washington Bush in honor of the nation’s first president, he I1, the Census counts were small, 1,500
has no known connection to the family of the two later presidents who share in 1890, less than 50 in Snohomish

with him the name George Bush.

tion’s miscegenation laws unconstitu-

County. African American’s tradition of
Early Life participation in the US Military explains

George Washington Bush was born in Pennsylvania in the late 1700s. their residential distributions. The U.S.
Information about his birth and early years is sparse and conflicting. His birth Army is the best example in the world

date was probably around 1790, although some accounts place it more than 10 that integration works in a merit based,
years earlier, which would have made Bush more than 60 when he and his
family followed the Oregon Trail west. e

George Washington Bush (17907-1863), n.d.

Courtesy Henderson House Museum

fair system of governance.

In 1845 Bush settled on a farm near the Hudson’s Bay Com- Klu Klux Klan comes on strong Washington’s northern 3 counties had
pany’s post at the mouth of the Nisqually River (just north of -E”fﬁ;f%m. e - afascination with the Ku Klux Klan
from

Olympia). The area today is called Bush Prairie. He died before 5‘_&&" | %@f‘% i =y that experienced a national rebirth

he could see his son serve a 2 year term in the first state legis- | : : o 55 ' in the 1920s and targeted minorities:
lature in 1889. But he did meet and befriend Nathaniel Crosby Jews, Catholics and immigrants. About
from Maine who would one day see his grandson, born in Taco- 40,000 Washington residents joined
ma in 1901, become world loved - Bing Crosby. the Klan by the mid-1920s - 3% of the

Ethnobotanical Gardens state’s population. A 1924 Klan rally in
Native plant “starts” from Bonhoeffer Gardens (to your SW, by the I-5) illustrate 99 foods and materials available to Issaquah drew 13,000 people; a Stan-

the American peoples who lived here 10,000 years without the need to develop agriculture. Planter boxes contain: wood KKI.( rally attracted 10,000. Afri-
e e Gty gwwsgme.  can Americans were not the focus.
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The Farm Museum and Garden’s goal s to provide Washington State public school students a visual, non-text, introduction to NW History. Local Legends are stories our ancestors told (to us), their grandchildren, who are now 75 years of age. “History” (as compared to “lies perpetrated on the dead) is taken from Wikipedia under the Creative Commons Attribution Share-Alike Agreements until PLC can develop ts unique limited prose. These efforts are now underway with assistance of local school districts and the Stillagua-

mish Tribe. Plant prose, QR Code Links, and photos are taken from: www.usda.gov (attribution: U.S. Dept. of Agriculture), Wikipedia, and the UofW's www.biology.burke. washington.edu/herbarium website under educational uses. URL Links provided by: USDA, NRCS; the PLANTS Database (http:/plants.usda.gov) National Plant Data Center, Baton Rouge, LA 70874-4490 USA. Visitors enter under the Revised Codes of the State of Washington - RCW 4.24.200 & 4.24.210 allowing public recreational use, including nature

study and viewing or enjoying scenic o scientific sitesiwaterways on private land. Museum and gardens are proposed uses that st require Snohomish County Planning approvals. At present buildings serve as auxiliary storage units for PLC's native plants, gardening equipment, and Christmas decorations. Copyright 2019 - 2020 Pilchuck Learning | 3



