
Legends & Lessons
Answer from the previous (Hawaiian) 
pedestal:  Oregon lawmakers repealed 
all legislation banning interracial mar-
riage in 1951, sixteen years before the 
U.S. Supreme Court declared all the Na-
tion’s miscegenation laws unconstitu-
tional in 1967.

https://oregonhistoryproject.org/articles/historical-records/act-to-prohibit-the-intermarriage-of-races-1866/#.XUsKC3dFw_U

Among the state’s African-descend-
ed people, 71%, make their homes in 
western Washington. Before World War 
II, the Census counts were small, 1,500 
in 1890, less than 50 in Snohomish 
County.  African American’s tradition of 
participation in the US Military explains 
their residential distributions.  The U.S. 
Army is the best example in the world 
that integration works in a merit based, 
fair system of governance.  

Washington’s northern 3 counties had 
a fascination with the Ku Klux Klan 
that experienced a national rebirth 
in the 1920s and targeted minorities: 
Jews, Catholics and immigrants. About 
40,000 Washington residents joined 
the Klan by the mid-1920s - 3% of the 
state’s population.  A 1924 Klan rally in 
Issaquah drew 13,000 people; a Stan-
wood KKK rally attracted 10,000. Afri-
can Americans were not the focus.

https://products.kitsapsun.com/archive/2002/02-11/0053_old_highway_99__plan_to_rename__j.html

AFRICAN  AMERICANS
History 
African Americans are usually descendants of enslaved black people and are the third largest racial and ethnic group in the United States.  Typically African 
Americans are of West/Central African and European descent, although some also have American Indigenous ancestry.  African-American history starts in 
the 16th century with peoples from West Africa forcibly taken as slaves to Spanish America, and in the 17th century with West African slaves taken to English 
colonies in North America.  Gradually liberated in the North, the last 4 million black slaves were liberated after the Civil War in 1865.  This
has led to the belief that the Civil War was all about slavery; “history being lies perpetrated on the dead.”  Read Abraham
Lincoln’s inaugural address (below) and consider the 4 slave states (MO, KY, MD, DE) that fought with the Union.
“I have no purpose, directly or indirectly, to interfere with the institution of slavery in the States where it exists. I believe I have no lawful right to do so, and I have no inclination to do so.”

The Farm Museum and Garden’s goal is to provide Washington State public school students a visual, non-text, introduction to NW History.  Local Legends are stories our ancestors told (to us), their grandchildren, who are now 75 years of age.  “History” (as compared to “lies perpetrated on the dead” -
mish Tribe.  Plant prose, QR Code Links, and photos are taken from: www.usda.gov (attribution: U.S. Dept. of Agriculture), Wikipedia, and the UofW’s www.biology.burke.washington.edu/herbarium website under educational uses.  URL Links provided by: USDA, NRCS; the PLANTS Database (http://plants.usda.gov) National Plant Data Center, Baton Rouge, LA 70874-4490 USA.  Visitors enter under the Revised Codes of the State of Washington - RCW 4.24.200 & 4.24.210 allowing public recreational use, including nature 

Ethnobotanical Gardens
Native plant “starts” from Bonhoeffer Gardens (to your SW, by the I-5) illustrate 99 foods and materials available to 
the American peoples who lived here 10,000 years without the need to develop agriculture.  Planter boxes contain:
Berberis nervosa (17)    Betula papyrifera (18)    Camassia leichtlinii (19)    Camassia quamash (20)    Castilleja hispida (21)    Ceanothus sanguineus (22)    Cirsium brevistylum (23)    Claytonia sibirica (24)    Cornus sericea (25)    Corylus cornuta (26)    Crataegus douglasii (27)    Dodecatheon hendersonii (28)    Dryopteris carthusiana (29)    Empetrum nigrum (30)   Equisetum hyemale (31)    Fragaria chiloensis (32)    
Fragaria virginiana (33)    Fritillaria pudica (34)    Gaultheria shallon (35)    Heracleum maximum (36)    Juncus effusus (37)    Juniperus communis (38)    Larix occidentalis (39)    Lewisia columbiana (40)    Lewisia rediviva (41)    Leymus mollis (42)    Linnaea borealis (43)    Lobaria pulmonaria (44)    Lomatium nudicaule (45)    Lonicera ciliosa (46)    Maianthemum dilatatum (47)   Maianthemum racemosum (48)    Malus fusca (9)    
Nuphar polysepala (50)    Oemleria cerasiformis (51)    Opuntia fragilis (52)    Osmorhiza berteroi (53)    Oxalis oregana (54)    Paxistima myrsinites (55)    Perideridia montana (56)    Philadelphus lewisii (57)    Picea engelmannii (58)    Picea sitchensis (59)    Pinus contorta (60)    Pinus ponderosa (61)    Plantago elongota (62)    Polypodium glycyrrhiza (63)  Polystichum munitum (64)    Populus tremuloides (65)    

Rubus ursinus (83)    Rumex occidentalis (84)    Salix (85)    Sambucus nigra (86)    Sambucus racemosa (87)    Schoenoplectus acutus (88)    Sedum divergens (89)    Shepherdia canadensis (90)    Symphoricarpos albus (91)    Taxus brevifolia (92)    Thuja plicata (93)    Tsuga heterophylla (94)    Typha latifolia (95)    Vaccinium ovatum (96)    Vaccinium parvifolium (97)    Viburnum edule (98)    Vicia nigricans (99)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Washington_Bush

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/African_Americans

In 1845 Bush settled on a farm near the Hudson’s Bay Com-
pany’s post at the mouth of the Nisqually River (just north of 
Olympia).  The area today is called Bush Prairie.  He died before 

-
lature in 1889.  But he did meet and befriend Nathaniel Crosby 
from Maine who would one day see his grandson, born in Taco-
ma in 1901, become world loved - Bing Crosby.
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