A VIRGINIAN'S MILITARY ROAD

History

One of the most colorful figures in Washington history ended up selling life insurance in New York City, but before that Confederate General George E. Pickett,
who graduated last in his class at West Point, walked close by. He served in the Mexican-American War and then in the Washington Territory where he
commanded the construction of Fort Bellingham. He also built a frame home that still stands; Pickett House is the oldest house in Bellingham and the oldest
house on its original foundation in the Northwest. The streets of Bellingham are named for the states of his troops (Alabama, lowa, Ohio, etc.). Military Road
(Highway 9) 4 miles to your east was out of range of British warshlp guns. It was on his list of things to complete, but he became distracted 40 miles away.

Piqké‘tt’S Last Charge at Gettysburg

»

e gl X (A

Ethnobotanical Gardens
Native plant “starts” from Bonhoeffer Gardens (to your SW, by the I-5) illustrate 99 foods and materials available to
the American peoples who lived here 10,000 years without the need to develop agriculture. Planter boxes contain:
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Legends & Lessons

Pickett’s First Charge - the Pig War
There is some controversy that Pickett
(and his boss General Harney) maneu-
vered behind the scenes to provoke

a war between the United States and
Britain to distract the North allowing
the South to seek independence. In
1859 Pickett was dispatched to com-
mand the garrison on San Juan Is-
land in response to a dead American
pig that had repeatedly broken into

an HBC garden. In response to the U.S.
mobilization, the British sent a force of
3 warships and 1,000 men. The Brit-
ish commander demanded that Pick-
ett and his men leave. Pickett declined.
“Don’t be afraid of their big guns,” he
told his men, “We’ll make a Bunker Hill
of it.” Pickett had set up camp and his
battery of cannons near a HBC sheep
farm and directly under the cannons
of the British warships. Having this
error pointed out to him by a brash
Henry Robert, an Army engineer (who
later published his Robert’s Rules of
Order), he moved them to high ground
where British naval guns could not
sight. Both sides used restraint, be-
ing unwilling to go to war over a pig.
George E. was last, lost, but not least.

The Farm Museum and Garden’s goal i to provide Washington State public school students a visual, non-text,introduction to NW History. Local Legends are stories our ancestors told (to us), their grandchildren, who are now 75 years of age. “History” (as compared to “lies perpetrated on the dead) is taken from Wikipedia under the Creative Commons Attribution Share-Alike Agreements until PLC can develop ts unique limited prose. These efforts are now underway with assistance of local school districts and the Stillagua-
mish Tribe. Plant prose, QR Code Links, and photos are taken from: www.usda.gov (attribution: U.S. Dept. of Agriculture), Wikipedia, and the UofW's www.biology.burke. washington.edu/herbarium website under educational uses. URL Links provided by: USDA, NRCS; the PLANTS Database (http:/plants.usda.gov) National Plant Data Center, Baton Rouge, LA 70874-4490 USA. Visitors enter under the Revised Codes of the State of Washington - RCW 4.24.200 & 4.24.210 allowing public recreational use, including nature

study and viewing or enjoying scenic o scientific sitesiwaterways on private land. Museum and gardens are proposed uses that still require Snohomish County Planning approvals. At present buildings serve as auxiliary storage units for PLC's native plants, gardening equipment, and Christmas decorations.
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